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Tus Oudh Akhbar of the Sth April says: When Mr. Lepel 
Griffin went te, Kabul as the chief 
politioal officer; ve stated that 
carried the future Afghan poliey of thi Government in his 
pocket, and that he would settle Afghan affairs. It is now 
obvious that we were well informed. I soon as Mr. Lepel 
Griffin reached Kabul, he declared that Yakub Khan would 
not be recalled from India. It was belived that Muhammad 
Jan offered to submit if the ex-Amir were recalled; moreover, 
some persons were under the impression, that if Yakub Khan 
was not really implicated in the mag 

embassy, there was no reason why he sb 

to the throne. In “these. sirpamstan 


The future of Afghanistan: 


Mr. Lepel Griffin's declaration that { 
not retire from Afghanistan until a t 
for Kabul must have removed all” 
of those Afghans: who have 2 
towards us. In regard to the future o 
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declared that the provinces of Kandahar and Herat. nill be 


separated from Kabul. The division of the country into mall 


provinces will no doubt greatly reduoe the en of -the 
Afghans. 


The Naiar- i- Azam of the 29th March (received on the 3rd 
April) publishes a commanicated urti- 
cle, in which the writer argues that the 
Amir Yakub Khan did not instigate the massacre of the Kabul 
embassy. The Herat troops who attacked the embassy rebel- 
led against his authority. The very day on which they entered 
Kabul their officers censured him in open darbar for his friend- 
ly alliance with the British Government and threatened to 
expel the British from Kabul. They first attacked the Anit's 
palace. But when they found that they could not lay the 

hands on him, they went to the British residency. Moreover, 
it should be remembered that as soon as all the members of the 
embassy were murdered, the Amir dismissed all his troops ‘iid 
voluntarily surrendered himself into the hands of Britishottiter, 
Had he been implicated in the outrage, he would never ave 

done so. His voluntary resignation of the Amirship shows that 
he was ashamed of the cowardly and treacherous conduct af 
his army and the people. In regard to his ability and courage 

the writer states that he defeated Afzal Khan and Abal Rab 
man Kban and expelled them from Afghanistan. Loreover, 
he attacked and defeated Fatah Muhamad Khan, the eldest 


The Amir Yakub Khan. 


son of Akbar Khan, and other Afghan Sardars. The: rit ! 


then refers to the coming of Abdul Rahman Khan to Aigaar 
istan as a pretender to the throne, remarks that aa E 
only is capable of restoring peace and order in the. 7 7 


and urges that he should be replaced on the meas 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i- Hind of the 6th A 


The payment of the that it appears from. the I 
cost of the Afghan war. gram of the 11th March iat 5 


ford Northcote stated in Parliament that India 
entire cost of the Afghan war. In our opinion bw 
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be just to saddle India with the cost, inasmuch as Lord Lytton 


has waged the war, at the instauos of the Home Government, 
to maintain British prestige. An increase of taxation at 
present would press very severely upon the people: The cul- 
tirators who form the largest part of the population have 


been reduced to abject poverty by repeated failures of erops 


from drought. Educated men suffer from want of. employ- 


ment. The native industries have been destroyed by. the large: 


import of European goods. 


The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 3rd April states that it is a 
| matter of satisfaction that the Naga 


war has at last ended. It appears from 
the telegram of the 29th March that the British army has 


The Naga war. 


seized all the enemy’s forts and captured 28 guns. We con- 


gratulate the officers on the successfal termination of the 
expedition. But we cannot help remarking that the cam- 
paign was unnecessarily prolonged, and for this the officers are 
responsible. The Nagas are a barbarous people and are armed 
with old and rusty weapons. It should not have taken the 
well-disciplined and well-equipped British troops long to have 


dispersed them. The 44th Gurkhas did excellent ser- 


vice during the campaign. Had one or two similar regi- 
ments been attached to the expeditionary force, the campaign 
would have been brought to a close long ago. To say thut no 
more troops were available for the Naga expedition owing to 
the Kabul war, or that the Naga country was inaccessible, is no 
good excuse. Afghanistan is more inaccessible than the Naga 
country, but still General Roberts reached Kabul in less 
than a month. The fact of the matter is that the officers ander- 
rated the Naga affair. It is to he regretted that the war · can- 
not yet be considered to be at an end. The Civil aud Military 
Gazette says that the war will continue until the Nagas sur- 
render all their arms. In our opinion this would be a. great 
mistake. The Government should be content.with demand- 


ing a war indem. ty and security for future good conduct. 
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The payment of an indemnity would be felt by the . ‘Sagas 
a more severe . ment than the surrendering of m 
“NATIVE STATES. | Fash eg 


THE aty 


Circulation, The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 6th April complains that if tiv 

$26 copies. ‘The registration of let- man wishes to register a letter i m 
tere in Kashmir. Kashmir, he bas to pay a registratio 
fee of 44 annas to the ‘State post-office and an equal fes t 
the Government post-office. The writer urges that the Gov. 
ernment and the Kashmir Darbar should jointly make som 


. 


arrangements to reduce the fee. | ae 


The Malwa Akhbar of the 2nd April publishes. the ah 
Therealizationof arrears which the Maharnja Holkar has lately 
of land revenue, Indor. issued for the realization of arrears. 
of land revenue from the cultivators in his State. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. \ 5j. 
The J dm-i-J amshed (Moradabad), in its issue of the 2%h 


March, states that the late Nawab er 
Al Kuan's warble Spal. dan Ali Khan's marble bérahde 
~~ which cost him about a lakh oft ape 
has been sold by putlic auction by Maulvi Sami-ulla Khas, 
the Snbordinate Judge of Moradabad, for Rs. 4,310, in erge- 
tion of decrees against him. Shekh Ali-ud-din, a WAI ef 
the Subordinate Judge’s Court, has bought it. In the in 
of the 4th April of the Jam-i-Jamshed the editor remarks thst 
in the first place it appears from Mardan Ali Khan's wil, 
dated Srinagar, 31st May last, that he had presented it to f 
Maharaja of Kashmir; secondly, the Subordinate Jude 
should have advertised the sale of the bdéraAdari thro zh 
Political Agents in native states, in order that it might ba 
fetched its proper price. It was by no means suff een 4 
advertize such a precious thing only in Moradabad... She? 
Ali-ud-din, who has purchased it, advertises it for a ue! n 
Ahsan-ul-Akhbar of Moradabad. It appears from the a r 
tisement that he — it at — —. u * 
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The same paper of the 4th April states that a meeting was 
ten ‘op: inalhy held at Moradabad on the 20th March 
Bir . ‘Moradabad by Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan, Sutordi- 
poi gg “Angle-Oriental nate J udge, to collect. subscriptions 
College, * on behalf of the Aligarh Muhamma- 
dan Anglo-Oriental College. Even persons who are well 
known for their avarice contributed hundreds of rupees towards 
the college fund. We will explain in our next issue the rea- 
son why they contributed so liberally. Maulvi Ain-ud-din, 
the Munsif of Moradabad, either because he does not sympa- 
thize with the religious dogmas of the promoters of the 
movement, or owing to some other cause, did not attend the 
meeting. The Subordinate Judge, who has been on bad terms 
with him for a long time, has begun to exhibit his enmity 
towards him by the tone of his official letters. Against this 
the Munsif has remonstrated. Hence it is obvious that the 
Subordinate Judge has resented the Munsif’s absence from his 
meeting. 


The Delhi correspondent of the A/ftab-i-Panjab of the 
A daring robbery lately 29th March (reeeived on the 2nd 


committed near Delhi. April) states that on the night of 


the 19th March a bullock-cart which was on its way to 
Rohtak was attacked by a gang of six robbers near 
thana Nagloi, six kos from Delhi. There were ten passengers 
in the cart. The thieves beat them severely with sticks and 
robbed them of all they had with them at the time. They 
raised the alarm, but neither the villagers nor the police cathe 
to their rescue. When they reported the theft at the Police 
station, the police appeared on the scene and made some enqui- 
ries in the usual way. The District Superintendent of Police 
also visited the spot. The police took the travellers to Delhi, 
where they will be required to prove what property they have 
lost, and be detained to their great inconvenienoe. Tho fear of 
the trouble and inconvenience to which they must be exposed 
may induce them to deny: that they have lost anything, and 
then the police will deposit the ease. The ‘editor remarks 
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that had the travellers been armed, the robbers would not 
have had the courage to attack and beat them. Looking at, 
the loyalty of the natives, the Government should give thet 
tree permission to keep arms. If young men were admitted f 
to volunteer corps and disciplined, they would be way useful 
to Government in an emergency. ing 


pa A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 6th Ap 
88 states that such women as are not accu 
danashin women frou ber- tomed to appear in public are already 
sonal appearance in court. 
exempted from personal appearance in 
court in civil suits. It is to be regretted, however, that this oo 
cession has not yet been extended to them in criminal cases, It 
is well known that, not only in the Panjab but in the whole. | 
of India, the women belonging to the higher classes among the 
Hindus aod Musalmans, such as Brahmins, Rajputs, Khatri, 
Sayyads, Shekhs, Afghans, &., do not appear in publie. 
When any of them is eee to attend the court, her 
husband and parents look upon her attendance as very dero- 
gatory to them. The writer then makes the following pro- ä 
posals for the consideration of the Panjab Chief Court on the 
subject of the exemption of pardanashin women from personal 


appearance in court: — 


(1) That no woman who does not.appear in ple 
should as a rule be compelled to Spear in court in any qa j 


(2) Ifany pardanashin woman once voluntarily appears 
in court to submit a petition or institute a suit, she should 
forfeit her privilege of exemption. oo 


(3) If a court considers the appearance of a 1 asi al 
woman in court necessary in any case, it should give notige, 
to her to that effect at least one week before the day fired. r 
her appearance. If she has any objections to appear in | „ 
she should submit them to the officer presiding over the oon. 
if he has the full powers of Assistant * othe win 6 * 

he Deputy Commissioner. „ ee 


* 
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(4). As it is necessary in all] criminal cases, in accord- 
ance with the Criminal Procedure Code, that the plaintiff and 
the witnesses should be examined in the presence of the 
aceused, the pardanashin women should be examined at their 
own houses by some ministerial officer of the court in the case 
of compoundable offences. In cases of a more serious nature 
they should be.compelled to attend the court, but should be 
placed behind a screen. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 5th April approves 
The Government Gar- of the changes recently made in the 
ings Banks. rales about the deposit of money in 
Government Savings Banks, and urges that a Government 
Savings Bank should be established at every large village 
where there is a branch post-office, in order to give greater 
facilities to villagers to — their small savings. 


The same paper approves of the rules latel y issued by the 
Sanitary arrangements Resident at Haidarsbad t) improve 
for villages in Berar. the sanitary condition of villages in 


Berar, and urges that the people should be N ace us- 
tomed to sanitary reforms. 


A local correspondent of the Dabir-i- Hind of the 3rd 
A case of child-murder, April states ‘that in a case of child- 


Allahabad. murder which lately took place ‘in 


Katwa, Hanumanganj (Allahabad), a man was accused by the 
police of having killed the child, aud sent to court. A post- 
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mortem examination was held over the body of the deceased 


child by a doctor. The doctor ascribed the death of -the 
child to the existence of: worms in its stomach, and stated 
that there were no marks of any violence on its body. 
Munshi Het Ram, Deputy Collector, who decided the case, 


sentenced the accused to undergo imprisonment for one 


month and to pay a fine of RS. 25. If the child really died 
from disease, as is obvious from the medical evidemee, 
why was not the accused acquitted and the ‘witnesses prose- 
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cuted for pe gary: If the medical evidence was false ‘te 
doctor should have been taken to ‘task aud the aue I more 
severely r me 92 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore) of the 3rd Aprit e mun the 4 
The ee Depart- telegraph and post offices” should’ te: 
ment, amalgamated, and the’ tate’ of ul 
graphic messages reduced to one anna a word. At pid’ 
sent, when a telegraphic message has to be sent from one N 


munication, the message goes by telegrapit to the’ télegra sph. 
office situated nearest to its destination, and then the tele 50 . 
master makes it over to the post- master, who setids it vy iu 
destination by post. Now great delay necessarily. 0 ears J 
when a telegraph- master trausfers a message to a post- m ter 
in the prescribed manner. But if the telegraph and post 
offices were united, this delay would be avoided. The Ich bf 


revenue caused by the reduotion of the rate world be comp Wh 
ed by the increase in the number of telegtaphic messages 
which the reduction of the rate would undoubtedly saube 
We are much satisfied with the changes recently made in the 
telegraph rules. Hitherto no message could exoved 300 
words. This unnecessary restriction has now been removed 
Hitherto the rate for the despatch of telegraphic 
at night and on holidays was double the ordinary 
now the rate has been made uniform. These reform 
good as far as they go, and will increase the income 4 
department, but they are. nothing compe 1 with 0 E F 
reforms proposed by us. 7 1 
* Al L Wa ¥. ves 


8 State The folowing in niet 

“ The i inconveniences of tallwlay eee “oy th sith dite 
putana trains have, in these days:of scoroliing: hea ~ od ; 
ing sun, have reached w climax. -It-secine 28 % 
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authorities have in timing the arrivals. and departures. of 
their trains entirely ignored all consideration about the. con- 
venience, comfort, and safety of lives of the passengers. 
During this time of the year railway travelling in India is 
not unattended. with serious. risk to tife,.and the number of 
passengers that are dragged out of carrjuges. dead or half dead 
at this time of the year fully testifies to the importance of giving 
every facility for night travelling during these hot months. 
But our Rajputana Railway authorities seem to iguore the 
fact altogether, or are too hard-hearted to feel for the safety 
of lives of their passengers. They have vouchsafed to us two 
trains in twenty-four hours, but both of them are so timed 
that they start from this place at the interval of six or seven 
hours during the day. Can we not, in the cause of hamanity, 
ask the Railway authorities to run one of their trains at night, 
to save the lives of their passengers in .these days of cholera, 
apoplexy, and other fatal diseases.to which thousands of lives 
succumb in this country by exposure to the sun? The nar- 
rowness of the Rajputana State Railway carriages, coupled 
with their low roofing, makes them more suited for coffins for 
passengers than anything elge ; if to these we add the scorch- 
ing sun overhead, we have an exact picture of the abode of 
death with a burning hell in these toy railway carriages. 

In regulating their time-table, the attention of the Railway — 
authorities seems to have been wholly engrossed by the con- 
sideration how to catch the East Indiaa Railway mall train at 
Agra, so that the mail from Rajputana may not be detained:at 
that station. This, indeed, is very desirable; but is not human 
life dearer than the advantage gained by the non-detention of 
the mail at Agra? Lot our Railway authorities ponder over 
the subject, and if they still entertain any doubt about oar 
statement, let them travel by their railway during the day, 
and then answer whether or not their lives run the risk of 
coming to a sudden end owing to the sutter disregatd they 
have shewn towards the :conveniencesaud W . of 


their passengers in regulating their th 
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the Rajputana mail enn may be so timed as to reach Agra 
just in time to outeh the down Bast Indian Railway mail; z but 
no consideration, except the comfort and convenience of 
passengers, should be allowed to interfere with the timing of 
the passenger train. If any mail can be conveyed by that 
train, well and good; bat the convenience and the lives of 
passengers | should not be sacrificed for the sake of the mail 
carried in a train purposely iatended for the conveyance of 
passengers.“ | 
LOCAL. 
The Anjuman-t-Panjab -of the 2nd April publishes an 
The late Chiragan fair, account of the exhibition held in the 
Labore. Shalamar Garden, Labore, during the 
late Chiragan fair on the 27th and 28th March under ‘the 
auspices of the Anjuman-i-Panjab, and complains of the mis. 
conduct of an engine-driver towards the visitors to the gar. 
den. His duty is to shunt: railway carriages at the Lahore 
station. He repeatedly shut the gate through. which ‘the 
visitors had to pass in going to the garden for long periods 
of time, and the result was that hundreds of men were “eol- 
lected on both sides of the door during each interval. Some- 
times they had to wait no less than two hours in ‘the san 
before the door was re-opened. It does not generally | fake 
one and a half or two hours to shunt carriages: Thote is 
no doubt that the engine-driver in question unnecesit 
detained the people. We hope that the Traffis | 10 
will take him to task for his nn q 
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